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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 

May 2nd, 2021 
 

 
  

 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

 

PRELUDE………………………………………………….…….….Ann Klein, Music Director  

THE REGINA COELI 

During Eastertide, the Regina Coeli replaces the Angelus as the prayer rung on the church bells 

before worship.  One set of nine rings accompanies the anthem, versicle, and response, and 

another set of nine the concluding Collect.  You may pray it as the bell rings, or use the silence 

to prepare for worship in your own way. 

The first three bells O Queen of heaven, be joyful, alleluia; 

For he who was born of your body, alleluia, 

The second three bells Has arisen, as he promised, alleluia: 

Pray for us to the Father, alleluia. 

The third three bells V.    Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 

R.    For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia. 

The nine bells O God, who by the resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, vouchsafed to 

give gladness to the world: Grant, we beseech you, that, with the help of 

the Virgin Mary his Mother, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life,  

through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN……………………………………………………………Draw wide the circle 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

  secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  

  Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  

  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 

Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 

way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING         Acts 8:26-40 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 

treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 

it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 

invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 

was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he 

does not open his mouth.  In his humiliation justice was denied him.  Who can describe his 

generation?  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 

or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 

proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to 

some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 

down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 

the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 

Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 

good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE RESPONSE (chanted in unison)                Psalm 22:24-30 

23   For you, O Lord, do not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

       neither do you hide your | face from them; * 

 but when they cry to you, you | hear them. 



5 

 

24   My praise is of you in the great as|sembly; * 

 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who | worship you. 

25   The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

       and those who seek you shall | praise you: * 

 “May your heart live for | ever!” 

26   All the ends of the earth shall remember and | turn to you, * 

 and all the families of the nations shall bow be|fore you. 

27   For sovereignty belongs to you, O |Lord; * 

 you rule over the | nations. 

28   To you alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in | worship; * 

 all who go down to the dust fall be|fore you. 

29   My soul shall live for you; 

       my descendants shall | serve you; * 

 they shall be known as yours for | ever. 

30   They shall come and make known to a people yet un|born * 

 the saving deeds that you have | done. 

THE EPISTLE                1 John 4:7-21 

A Reading from the First Letter of John. 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 

another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we 

have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in 

those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and 

believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 

so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 

with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first 

loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who 

do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
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The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and 

sisters also. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ALLELUIA 

THE GOSPEL                 John 15:1-8 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me 

as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and 

I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in 

me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON                       The Rev. Matthew Wright 

 

THE NICENE CREED (from Enriching Our Worship) 
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

     the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     of one being with the Father. 

     Through him all things were made. 
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     For us and for our salvation 

          he came down from heaven, 

          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

          and became truly human. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

      in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

          and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father, 

     who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

     who has spoken through the prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

     and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (the Leader and People pray responsively) 
 

Gracious God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Andy, Allen, and Mary, our bishops; Matthew and Susan, our priests,                   

and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for Joseph our President, and for all who govern  

and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

We pray for those on our Parish Prayer List: Jacqui, Scott & Alan, Deb, Angela, Robert, Alex & 

Kaela, Gary & Marge, Lorraine, Phyllis, Marcus, Barbara, Trevor, Robin, Bill, James, Theo, 

Charlotte, Bob, Olive, Doris, Linda, Caleb Francis, Charles, Ford, Zachary, Heather, Ilfra, Anna 

& Emmett, Tress, Gini, Amy, and Chloe Rose.  Have compassion on those who suffer from any 

grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

The People may add their own petitions, silently or aloud.  The Celebrant then invites all to pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

     hallowed be your Name,  

     your kingdom come, 

         your will be done,  

         on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

     as we forgive those  

         who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

     and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

     and the glory are yours,  

     now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords 

with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us 

for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
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have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Parish announcements may be made. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; and now we give you thanks 

because in his victory over the grave a new age has dawned, the long reign of sin is ended, a 

broken world is being renewed.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name:

 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your tender mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

eternal Word, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Maker of all.  He stretched out his arms of love upon the hard wood of the cross, and 

offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.”   Longing now to gather again at your table and to share the meal he shared with us, we 

pray in union with all your Church: 
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All join the Celebrant in praying 

Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed the 

woman who could not touch your Body, so the soul of your servant may be healed by like 

faith in you, whom I cannot now sacramentally receive; through your tender mercy, who 

lives and reigns with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

THE BLESSING..................................................................................The Rev. Susan Auchincloss 

RECESSIONAL HYMN............................................................................................Abide with me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia!  Let us go forth in the Name of the Risen Christ! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 


